
Curriculum vitae Olga Rickards 
Born in Rome, July 20th 1952. 
ACADEMIC TITLES 
- She achieved her Ph.D. in Natural Sciences at Sapienza – Università di Roma (1978 in Anthropology). 
- She achieved her Ph.D. in Biological Sciences at Sapienza – Università di Roma (1981 in Molecular 
Anthropology). 
- She became in 1984 Assistant Professor of Molecular Anthropology at Tor Vergata – Università di Roma. 
- She became in 2000 Full (Ordinarius) Professor of Molecular Anthropology at Tor Vergata – Università di 
Roma. 
At Tor Vergata University she has served as: 
- Head of the “Departmental Centre of Molecular Anthropology for ancient DNA studies” (since 1996; 
Department of Biology). 
- President of the First and Second level Degree Courses in Biology (2005-2011). 
- Coordinator of the Macroarea of MFN Sciences (since 2012). 
- Vice Director of the Department of Biology (since 2012). 
- Member of the PhD Committee in Evolutionary Biology and Ecology (since 1993). 
- Member of the Senato Accademico Integrato (1993-1998). 
Long/short term research appointments 
- NATO fellow, Department of Genetics and Molecular Biology, University of Hawaii (1998-1999; 
1991-1992; 1994); 
- Research Specialist: Department of Human Biology/Physical Anthropology, University of Bremen FRG 
(1985); Department of Genetics, General Biology, University of Naples (1986); Department of Animal 
Biology, University of Barcelona (1990); Human Genetics Laboratories, Roche Molecular System, Alameda 
California (1993), Department of Animal Biology, University of Bilbao (1995);Department of Animal 
Biology, Complutense University of Madrid (1996, 1997 ERASMUS project). 
Editor in Chief of the International Journal “Annals of Human Biology” (Publisher: Informa Healthcare, 
London) (since 2004). 
Officer of the Italian Anthropological Association (2007-2014). 
 
Olga Rickards was one of the first scientist in Italy to apply Molecular Anthropology to the reconstruction of 
the origin and history of human populations, traditionally studied through palaeontology and archaeology. 
Since the early seventies, her research group has investigated human genetic variability first at protein and 
afterwards at DNA level. These data were used to explore the evolutionary history of human populations 
living in various geographical areas, providing a quantitative and temporal framework that was unavailable 
from other types of evidence. Since 1990’s her research has focused on the characterization of ancient 
genetic material from prehistoric peoples of Italy, North Africa and South America and the comparison with 
sequence data from modern populations. 
 
Scientific director of the Italian group of the International Columbus Identification DNA Team 
(coordinator Prof. J. Lorente, University of Granada). 
Member of GRANDI (GRoupement d'ANthropologie DIdactique) EAA. 
Reviewer of the National Science Foundation grants. 
Invited speaker in international and national meetings. 
Member of several international and national scientific associations. 
Member of the Editorial Board of the Revista Española de Antropologia Biologica. 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the on-line journal Antropo. 
Reviewer for international and national scientific journals. 
Curator of national exhibitions on human evolution ("Senza Adamo Senza Eva" – 1998 Roma, 2001 
Martina Franca,Taranto; "Dimenticando Adamo" – 2002 Piancastagnaio, Siena; 2003 Viterbo; 2005 
Sant’Angelo Muxaro, Agrigento; 2009 Siena; “Lucy in the sky with diamonds: alle origini dell’uomo” – 
2007 Modena; "Evoluzioni. Le scienze tra natura e numeri" – 2007 Monte Porzio Catone, Roma). 
 
Scientific organizer and director of the international workshop “Ancient DNA analysis: a new servant to 
Archaeoanthropology and Forensic Medicine” Bioroma 2000, Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata”, 
30-31 marzo 2000.  



Olga Rickards was the scientific organizer of the 51st International Symposium of the Society for the Study 
of Human Biology, held at Monteporzio Catone, Roma, in 2009 on the theme of 'Human Dispersals'. The 
aim of the Symposium was to reconstruct human colonization and migrations out of Africa applying 
traditional and new approaches such as archaeology, genetics, molecular anthropology, the recovery and 
analyses of ancient biomolecules, food production and human diet.  
She organized the PRIN 2010-2011 Scientific Meeting held at  Villa Mondragone, Monteporzio Catone, 
Roma (6 novembre 2015), and the XXII Congress of the Italian Anthropological Association (AAI), held at 
Villa Mondragone, Monteporzio Catone, Roma (6-8 settembre 2017). 
In 2009 she was awarded the Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei International Prize “Fabio Frassetto" for 
anthropology for her scientific research in the field of molecular anthropology with special mention to 
ancient DNA studies. 
 
She was author of a blog, reporting news on human evolution, of nova100 ilsole24ore 
(http://rickardsbiondi.nova100.ilsole24ore.com/). 
 
Research Interests: Human evolution, mtDNA and nuclear polymorphisms, ancient DNA, stable isotope 
analysis for reconstructing genetic history, palaeodiet and migrations of ancient populations. 
 
RESEARCH GRANT 
PROGETTI GRUPPI DI RICERCA- Conoscenza e Cooperazione per un Nuovo Modello di Sviluppo - 
Lazio Innova Regione Lazio 2018 (2 years) 
prot.85-2017-15143 Principal investigator: Olga RICKARDS (147,191 euros) 
GEDEON: GEnomica e Dieta: Evoluzione e Obbiettivi della valutazione Nutrizionale 
PRIN MIUR (Italian Ministry for the Universities) 2010-11 (3 years) 
prot.2010EL8TXP National Scientific Coordinator: Olga RICKARDS	(838,429 euros) 
Biological and cultural heritage of the central-southern Italian population trough 30 thousand  
Years EPIC (Eredità della Popolazione dell’Italia Centro-meridionale) 
prot. 2010EL8TXP_001 (Principal investigator local unit 1: Olga RICKARDS)	(264,585 euros) 
PRIN MIUR (Italian Ministry for the Universities) 2008 (2 years) 
prot. 2008B4J2HS National Scientific Coordinator: Olga RICKARDS (156,098 euros) 
Origin and diffusion of farming in central-southern Italy: a multidisciplinary approach. 
prot. 2008B4J2HS_001 (Principal investigator local unit 1: Olga RICKARDS) (126,429 euros) 
Origin and diffusion of farming in central-southern Italy: a molecular approach. 
PRIN (Italian Ministry for the Universities) 2005 (2 years) 
prot. 2005057557_001 National Scientific Coordinator and Principal investigator local unit: Olga 
RICKARDS (128,600 euros) 
Dietary variability and genetic origins of ancient human populations: a combined ancient biomolecular 
approach. 
PRIN (Italian Ministry for the Universities) 2003 (2 years) 
Nomads and sedentary people. Climatic variations, population dynamics and cultural tracks in Africa and 
Asia during Olocene. 
National Scientific Coordinator: Mario LIVERANI 
prot. 2003100945_002 (Principal investigator local unit 2: Olga RICKARDS) (88,200 euros) 
Nomads and sedentary people. Reconstruction of the genetic history of ancient and extant populations from 
Libyan Sahara. 
Strategic programme “Biological Archive” CNR (National Research Council) 1994 (1 year) 
prot. 94.04629.ST74 (Scientific leader: Olga RICKARDS) (50,000 euros) 
Sub-project 4.1.3 A molecular approach to the study of ancient populations of Sicily. 
Special Project “Safeguard of the Cultural Heritage” CNR (National Research Council) 1996 (5 years) 
prot.96.01168.PF36-97.00689.PF36 (Scientific leader: Olga RICKARDS) (500,000 euros) 
Molecular approach to the study of the ancient Italian populations: reconstruction of the peopling of 
southern Italy and Sicily in the frame of the Mediterranean Basin. 
Scientific Leader of the European Economic Community programme “Human Capital and Mobility” 1992 
(2 years) 
Proposal ERB4001GT921357 (Scientific leader: Olga RICKARDS) (98,951 euros) 
Genetic diversity of the mitochondrial genoma in some native populations of Ecuador. 



Scientist in charge on fellow’s work during the intra-European fellowship (Marie Curie Action) 2004 (3 
years) 
Contract. MEIF-CT-2004-010003 (17,661.62 euros) 
Recovery of ancient DNA from archaeological residues 

10-year track-record 
The research activity of Olga Rickards is characterized by a methodology and perspective involving both a 
strong engagement as a field anthropologist, with a personal and direct participation in sample collections, 
and a remarkable interdisciplinary approach, dealing with archaeology, geology, ecology, physical and 
molecular anthropology, botany, zoology and biochemistry, to the reconstruction of human populations 
history and evolution as evinced in her publications (more than 150). 
 
The main research expeditions Olga Rickards participated to were carried out: 
1. at Tahala and El-Awinat villages (Libyan Sahara) in 2004, as part of the Italian-Libyan 
Archaeological Mission in the Acacus and Messak of the Sapienza University of Rome and the 
Department of Antiquities, Tripoli, directed by Prof. Savino di Lernia and the late Ebrahim Azzebi, 
and aimed to clarify the genetic composition and origin of the extant Libyan Tuaregs and their 
possible relationships with the Garamantes people; 
2. and at Olduvai Gorge, near the Great Rift Valley in northern Tanzania in 2011, as cohordinator and 
supervisor of the field-workshop organized by the University of Perugia in the frame of the first 
edition of the Palaeoantropology school held in Perugia on 14-18 February 2011. 
Olga Rickards was the scientific organizer of the 51st International Symposium of the Society for the Study 
of Human Biology, held at Monteporzio Catone, Roma, in 2009 on the theme of 'Human Dispersals'. The 
aim of the Symposium was to reconstruct human colonization and migrations out of Africa applying 
traditional and new approaches such as archaeology, genetics, molecular anthropology, the recovery and 
analyses of ancient biomolecules, food production and human diet. 
In 2009 she was awarded the Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei International Prize “Fabio Frassetto" for 
anthropology for her scientific research in the field of molecular anthropology with special mention to 
ancient DNA studies. 
She was invited to present a main lecture to the peer-reviewed and internationally established conference 
Biological evolution: facts and theories. A critical appraisal 150 years after "The origin of species" Roma, 
3-7 March 2009, Gregorian University, Rome, which was published in the Proceedings of the Conference: 
RICKARDS O, BIONDI G (2011). The origin of man: molecular approach. In: Biological evolution: facts 
and theories. A critical appraisal 150 years after "The origin of species" (G. Auletta, M. Leclerc, R.A. 
Martinez, eds.). Roma, 3-7 March 2009, p. 225-241, ROME: Gregorian and Biblical Press, ISBN: 978-88-
7839-180-2). 
Curator of national exhibitions on human evolution, and of international workshops and meetings on ancient 
DNA. 
 

Total Peer reviewed Articles in Publication List: 127  
h-index: 27 (Scopus and WOS) 
ORCID: http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2880-7466 
 


